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Letters To The Editors ° 5: 


My congratulations upon your weekly 


¢ 


: plan of issue of thi t Chu sublica- 
Sicer Sire: plan of issue of this great Church publica 





I do not want to miss a single issue of 
Tue Journat and I am assured that 


n this day and time of so-called intel- 


there . , , es . 
lectuals who have not the spiritual wisdom 


“will always be a conti: Presbyterian 


to realize all things are possible with the 

Church in the South.” ae ote 
Almighty, thus accepting only part of the 
But if we continuing Presbyterians in Bible as truth, I am thinking of how our 


Canada could only warn your people of the forefathers would rejoice and salute you in 
that you are carrying forth the torch of the 
faith in the infallibility of God’s Holy 
I. R. Carroll Word. 


untold disappointment an organic union 


would bring in its train! 


Canada Some one has said: An intellectual is one 


educated beyond his intelligence. I wish 
you continued success through God’s bless- 
Each number is the best! I will mg 


Dear Sirs: 





share them with any because they are Tampa, 
never returned. I have a grandson twelve Florida 
years old who says he wants to be a a 
minister. I am saving my numbers for him. Dear Sirs 
I am thankful there must be 7.000 who I do not subscribe to the general theme 
have not bowed the } oo Best. vet we your editorials. I believe you are doing 
are letting the Holiness and Baptiste irreparable harm to the Kingdom. I get 
Seventh Day Adventists build the smaller provoked when I read your paper. 
churches and get the middle classes. Gerald C. Harris, 
— , Danville, Va. 
There are five small Baptist churches 
besid a larg Baptist church in our little co. — 
city. They tithe " york like bea s De Sirs 
every day in the week. I pray that the noble work you and your 
Our church has a large number of fine brethren are doing may be long continued. 
wealthy members, but is s iemiaiaiadl aan Since The Presbyterian died, our Church 
connet gray waless ene ic on the sresran. s no publication that I would care t 
Then the prayers and devotionals are pre- U‘&¢ ™y people to read. It is a sad thing to 
pared by someone else ive to make such an admission. 
i i = ; But I am so thankful that Tue JourNaL 
— sor ee magenent jeune been established in the providence of 
ae God t rive nservative Presbyterians 
ve g co ) 
Oklahoma what they need. 
si si May the Lord bless and prosper your 
Dear Sirs a 


; Glenn Moore, Pa 
Congratulations > 


your movement 


of making your paper to a weekly and Dane Sire 
ssh ths Mf eenenne hecwts , } = ia 
frase = — h esent subscriptions may be Greetings and congratulations nthe 
. ae Denn aundreds of other new ones = good success of Tue JournaL. I am 
y be received. i it is a weekly. Words cannot express 
4 _may our Church activities leap for- my appreciation for the firm stand for the 
ward in bounds of evangelism and added “faith of the fathers” by Tue JourNat. 
thousands join our group of faith Coyte Hunter, 
Chu ctrine f Calvinistic faith and Charlotte, N. C. 
the feeding of the truth to those that need —— a 
alvat De Sirs 
L. R. Steck I don’t see why the fact that I’ve paid 
West Virg 1 little ahead on my subscription should 


entitle me to live at your expense for 
another year or so; I’m enclosing a check 
in payment of additional value to be re- 
ceived up to the time my present subscrip- 


tion ends 


I welcome the change from semi-monthly 
to weekly publication. I’m apt to drop 
whatever other matter I’m reading and 
take up THe JourNAL whenever it arrives 
I pray most earnestly for the Holy 
Spirit to purify His church. I thank th 
Lord for the work you and your associates 
are doing toward that end. 
Alexander Allison Jr. 
New Orleans, La. 


Dear Sirs 

In an editorial in the September 6 issue 
of Tue Journat you use the expression 
“The hunger of hearts for this positive 
message on sin and salvation ...” Recent- 
ly I had an experience which I think 
shows that is true. 

We have no Presbyterian Church het: 

1 I usually attend the Christian churcl 


Recently they were without a preacher for 


Sabbath and asked me to preach for 

them as I have done on quite a number of 
is 

Che prea 1g they are accustomed to is 


red in the cross. I chose my 
xt “Christ Jesus came into the world t 
save sinners” from I Timothy 1:15. 
I t preached a plain simple serm« 
tly from the text making it a personal 
message of salvation from sin through th 
f Jesus. I had not written the 
sermon. There was an unusually good c 
gregation and I had their very closest at 


e way thi 


t 


ngregation when it looked like they a 


At the close I had scarcely dismissed the 


c ng toward me and I think | 
ich a handshaking in all my 
Now why was it 
It w ost certainly not my eloqu 
for I y no means an eloquent preache: 
It ly because their hearts were 


ry for that which they were not get 


sual services—the pilai 


( 1 message f salvation fr 
it igh Christ. And that is what tl 
worid | j today. 


(Name withheld) 


Arkansas 
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his is the seventy-seventh annual volume of this finest and best 
known lesson commentary, giving a comprehensive insight into 


the Holy Scriptures studied and stimulated effective use of this 
knowledge. The book is equipped with maps and full-page re- 
productions of famous paintings in color, illustrations in the text. 
and an exceedingly valuable bibliography and index, making the 
volume complete in every respect. Price $2.75. Order from The 
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for sc ¢ “le : $ a “e is 5 ic- 
— EDITORIAL ment scholar declares that the ev idence is not suffic 
am ient to warrant the omission. Further, he quotes 
e re- : P 
; : another scholar with evident approval, who says 
ip JF Fasting And Prayer - er 
that if the word “fasting” is omitted from the text 
_ Prayer accompanied with fasting has always pro- it is certainly implied by the occasion. 
Trop . . ». ' ~ , ~] ¢ oO , . _— ‘ ood . 2 
saat duced results. God's Word is perfectly clear on this New Testament Christianity of the most miracul- 
Sen port. ous sort must be demonstrated today in the face of 
oly , . . . ‘ : . 
"> Nehemiah fasted and prayed and God opened the the world’s sore and tragic need. Demons of unbelief 
ciates heart of the heathen king in Shushan the palace. A lurk on every hand. Worldliness within the church 
great and successful expedition was organized. The exists to a frightening degree. Christians lack the 
Jr. shame of a city was taken away and the morale of a power to boldly and effectively give their testimony. 
people immeasurably lifted. God was greatly glori- Satan’s messengers blatantly deny the power of God 
; fied through it all. as Goliath did before young David in the long ago. 
issue - " ous c = ‘ ‘ 
scion Samuel and the Israelites fasted and prayed at We must lay hold of the power of God. 
sitive Mizpeh. Their enemies, the Philistines, were turned Fasting, somehow, adds that passionate and pre- 
ies back and a great victory was achieved. vailing quality to prayer that must not be over- 
in e e 
ry r rlecte . rpc 
Our Lord fasted 40 days and the Tempter was pe a wigan = c bm the 7 TI of men 
her foiled on every count. God was glorified and His ang needs no. advertisement before our fellows. 
lurcl ry 
r for Word was greatly exalted. One of the most encouraging things that our 
Sage The church at Antioch fasted and prayed. ‘Two Lord said about fasting should be riveted in our 
er ot ‘. -= F é . . . or : ., i eee — . 
eminent missionaries were sent out on a worldshak- memories. It is this, “Thy Father which seeth in 
° ‘ . — ‘ pened _ > » ‘ - ° 2 
to is ing tour for the gospel. Great things were accomp- secret shall reward thee openly. (Matthew 6:18) 
€ my lished, the telling of which thrills us even to this Reverently, we may say that fasting arrests the 
‘Id t good hour. very eye of God. It also helps the one who is pray- 
a Lee oar ing to offer perpetual prayer throughout the day, as 
rmon Jesus rebuked His disciples for not fasting as Py - 
rsonal : P ‘ ona le tasts. 
. implied in the 17th chapter of Matthew. They 
1 the asked the secret of their failure when they could not A call has gone out from a large group of Chris- 
1 con- cast the demon out of a poor afflicted boy. “Because tians who met recently in Weaverville, N. C. to 
glee of your unbelief’ was His searching reply. Then observe the first Wednesday in each month as a 
sh de He added, ““Howbeit this kind goeth not out but by time of prayer and fasting. May we urge all Chris- 
ey a prayer and fasting.” tians who long for revival in the church, for the 
ink | : peace of our nation, for the safety of our fighting 
ae hog nnd Paes who would ae ” bye on men and for the proclamation of the gospel through- 
words, as 2 Z - . , ; it 
“7 — saa eel cs a fo . Ss : . out the world to give fasting and prayer a fair 
o S Ka ak , err ae 
ju Ee ee a oe ee oe ee chance before the throne of God’s infinite grace. 
ore seriously. Dr. A. B. Bruce an eminent New Testa- rape 
= —R.W.C. 
wer 
t ge PLE P OLD? LPP LP PLL ELOOPDPOODP —PLPPL LI OP DAP a GOLLP SP PL PP PPPLPOPOPPPLPPPODS en 
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Orderly Thinking 


The God of the Bible is a God of order. The 
opening chapters of Genesis reveal this fact. These 
chapters strike the keynote of the entire narration of 
God’s self-disclosure. 


It was the living personal God who transmitted 
formless and chaotic void, and brought out of it 
order and unity. We marvel at this dramatic ac- 
count of God's molding order out of disorder. The 
God who fashioned order from chaos is our God. 


Reverent scientists have been fascinated by God’s 
orderliness in His administration of the affairs of 
the universe. Wasn’t it Sir James Jeans who called 
Him “the Great Mathematician,” when he observed 
in his study of astronomy God’s precision? 


The celebrated English prelate, Joseph Butler, 
who was distinguished as a philosopher, scientist, 
and moralist in a day of giants, was impressed with 
the order of God found in nature and revelation 
and expressed his impressions in his “Analogy.” 


Scientists may not know much about origins, but 
they agree that a study of the natural sciences dis- 
closes a marvellous pervading order. Even wind and 
storms have their laws. There is no fortuitousness. 
We live in a cosmos, and not in a phantasmagoria. 
There is nothing haphazard in God’s ways of doing 
things. 


This God of order expects His people to think 
orderly and without confusion. If we are to “think 
God’s thoughts after Him,” we need an orderly 
arrangement in our thinking. This idea has been 
overlooked in some quarters among recent theo- 
logical writers. These men have criticized severely 
what we know in the Church as “systematic the- 
ology.” 


For some years systematic theology has been in 
such disrepute that many seminaries have failed to 
train our young theological students in the classic 
works of Hodge, Shedd, Dabney and Thornwell. 
It is our conviction that we are paying a high price 
for the Church’s neglect. Many of our younger 
preachers are beginning to realize that they have 
been cheated out of something vital that they need 
in their ministry. 


We plead for a return of systematic theology to 
the curricula of Christian seminaries. The human 
intellect cannot do its best work with an unsystema- 
tized accumulation of facts. Intellectual disorder is 


not God-like. 


Confusion is not His will. We need to return to 
our finest systematic theological treatises for a con- 
sistent life and world view. We must not be in- 
timidated by the ridicule poured out on systematic 
theology. We must remember as James Orr has put 
it, “Just in proportion to its endowments and culture 
does the impulse to systematize and formulate in- 


crease.” —J.R.R. 
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The Enemies 
Of Mankind 


The last enemy that shall be destroyed is death. 
(I Cor. 15:26). But there are other enemies of the 
soul of man besides the death of the body, for 
death being the last enemy implies that there are 
other enemies that come first. 


I. Satan the great adversary of human souls is 
the first enemy. He brought sin into the world and 
death followed as the penalty of sin. He sometimes 
comes as a roaring lion, but more often as an angel 
of light to deceive and beguile human souls. 


II. Sin is a great enemy of all mankind. “For all 
have sinned and come short of the glory of God.” 


III. The unregenerate human heart is a great 
enemy. “The heart is deceitful above all things and 
desperately wicked, who can know it!” 


IV. The world is a great rival of Jesus Christ 
and leads many to ruin. “If any man love the world, 
the love of the Father is not in him.” 


V. Death is the last enemy, and will someday be 
destroyed, when “death and hell shall be cast into 
the lake of fire.” 


Why is death not yet destroyed? God is using 
death to be of great service to Him and His people. 


1. The presence of death warns men to repent of 
sin and to prepare to meet their God. 


2. The presence of death causes God’s people to 
sympathize with one another and reveals the love 
of God’s people for one another to an unbelieving 
world. 


3. The death of the martyrs has glorified God. 
“The death of the martyrs is the seed of the 


church.” 


4. The saints of God dying triumphant in the 
faith have confirmed God’s people in their faith and 
have shown to sinners that there is a more excellent 
way to live. 


“Let me die the death of the righteous and let 
my last end be like His.” To die the death of the 
righteous we must live the life of the righteous. 


5. God uses death as the messenger who comes to 
take his people home. Death is robbed of its sting 
and the grave of its victory, since Jesus rose from 
the dead and brought life and immortality to life. 


In that heavenly home there will be no more 
death neither sorrow nor crying for the former 
things that have passed away. —J.E.F. 
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Savorless Salt 
Christians 


On Sunday, October 1, the International Sun- 
day School Lesson text included a section of the 


Sermon on the Mount in which our Lord likened 
His followers to salt. 


“Ye are the salt of the earth,” He said, but He 
also warned, “If the salt have lost his savor, where- 
with shall it be salted? It is henceforth good for 


nothing, but to be cast out and trodden under foot 
of men.” (Matt. 6:13). 


Mr. Arthur Brisbane was one of the greatest 
columnists of his day; his syndicated articles were 
perhaps more universally read than any other 
writer of his time. 


I remember particularly one on the subject of 
“Immortality” which was the best I ever read. 
When he died, this article was reproduced in large 
type on the front pages of all the Hearst dailies, as 
a memorial to the great commentator. 


A reader once asked Mr. Brisbane this question: 
“In your opinion, what catastrophe in the past 
quarter century, caused the greatest loss to the 
human race?” 


This was his answer: “The greatest loss to the 
human race has not been caused by floods or by 
fire, although these have made serious inroads upon 
lives and property in many lands; nor by epidemics 
which have spread disease over vast areas, and 
with the sickle of death mowed down millions; 
nor by earthquakes or tropical storms, taking their 
dread toll from land and sea; neither by the record 
breaking crashes of Wall Street and other financial 
disasters of the world which have shaken the very 
foundations of-business and wiped out magnificent 
fortunes; not even by the World War with its 
slaughter of twenty millions of men and the wiping 
out of hundreds of billions of dollars worth of 
property. 


The greatest loss to the human race and to the 
march of progress in the past quarter century, 
greater than all the others combined, has been in 
the ‘buried talent’ of God’s people—not only the 
‘one talent,’ but also the two and the five. A vast 
number of nominal Christians in disuse, registering 
zero in the vital service they might have been effec- 
tively doing. 

This is not taking into account the positively bad 
who have given themselves over to evil, but the 
millions of negatively good—respectable citizens, 
but of no force in the Kingdom of God!” 


“Negatively good.” That describes a savorless 
salt Christian. “Tasteless.” Real Christianity has a 
definite—a decided taste. It is a taste there can be 
no doubt about. It is a satisfying taste. Compared 
to it other tastes become insipid. When a Christian 
becomes tasteless salt he has simply drifted away 
from direct union with Christ. He has no testimony. 
When he mingles with other Christians they know 
not where he stands; when he mingles with world- 
lings they think he is one of them. 


Here are some comparisons to a savorless salt 
Christian: A flat tire. A chair with only three legs. 
A shirt with buttons off. A kettle with a hole in it. 
A last year’s calendar. A postage stamp with no 
gum on it. A clock that won’t run. A violin with 
no strings. 


A singing book with the index torn out. A suit- 
case with no handle. A door with a broken hinge. 
An elevator “not running.” A bus that misses the 
boat. A letter that fails to enclose the expected re- 
mittance. A bursted hose (garden or other variety). 


A torn screen that admits the flies. A sash with 
a broken pane. A bookcase with no shelves—and no 
books. A drawer with broken pulls. A crooked pin. 
A radio with deafening static. A telephone “out of 
order.” A frozen waterpipe. Sour milk, rancid 
butter and wormy crackers! 


What a Christian! W.C.S. 





Poisoned Minds 


“Poisoned their minds,” or “Embittered their 
minds” Acts 14:2. 


Poisoned bodies are a sad spectacle. Most of us 
have seen cases of poison ivy, kidney poisoning, or 
blood poison, and we know how people suffer, and 
how dangerous some of these infections may become. 


Poisoned minds are far worse. In this day of 
radio, motion pictures and magazines of every sort, 
we see the minds of young and old polluted by a 
steady stream of such poison. In Asia, for instance, 
the minds of Chinese who were once friendly toward 
the United States are being saturated daily with lies 
and propaganda. In fact, most of the trouble in our 
world today is due to the warped and twisted con- 
dition of the brains of men. 
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In our own land where we have more of the 
modern inventions and conveniences than anywhere 
else in the world, much that comes over the radio, 
or is seen in our theatres and printed in many 
magazines is more or less harmful and disgusting. 
A glance at our news stand is enough to reveal the 
fact that most publications want to appeal to the 
lowest and basest in mankind. 


We compel druggists to put a poison label on 
dangerous drugs. Why not compel those who would 
pollute our minds to put a similar “skull and cross- 
bones” on every form of brain poison? 


The doctor can often cure a poisoned body. It 
takes more than human skill to cure poisoned minds. 
The only cure is to have the Great Physician touch 
and cleanse and heal. —J.K.P. 















Praying To The 
Same GodP 


The Russian novelist, Maxim Gorki, whose 
father died when he was a child, went with his 
mother to live with his grand parents. His grand- 
father was religious, stern, irritable and often cruel. 
His mother, in clear contrast, was kind, gentle and 
forgiving. Gorki says: ““When I saw my mother 
and my grandfather praying together in church I 
could never believe they were praying to the same 
God.” 


Few emotions enlarge our hearts and clear the 
atmosphere of our lives, giving us a tonic air, like 
genuine forgiveness that is born of true humility. 


Such forgiveness roots deeply in the sense of sin 
in our own hearts and a view of the light that warms 
our souls as we appraise again God’s forgiveness of 
our inexcusable wickedness. 


God patiently and repeatedly forgives though He 
knows all. He knows how willful and prideful our 
hearts are. He knows how we appear pious to our 
friends while harboring bitter and unclean thoughts 
within. He knows how slow we are really to confess 
our sins to Him with the controlling purpose to hate 
and forsake them because they are displeasing to 
Him that has loved us so 


God's forgiveness is fathomless! Our following 
Him in this holy trait is vital to our receiving and 
enjoying His forgiveness. If we seek forgiveness we 
must forgive. This is the lone petition in the Lord’s 
Prayer that Jesus frankly emphasizes. 


Hear Him in Mt. 6:14, 15 as He says: “For if 
ye forgive men their heavenly 
Father will also forgive you: But if ye forgive not 
will your Father for- 


trespasses, you! 


men their trespasses, neither 
give your trespasses. 


Also Matthew comes again to this vital teaching 
in the parable of the debtors (Mt. 18:32-35.) 
When his lord sees the hand of the forgiven debtor 
on the throat of his fellow debtor, he is rightly 
“wroth.” Such brutal, inhuman selfishness in one 
just forgiven a staggering, impossible debt, as he 
throttles his fellow servant whose debt to him was 
small and easily payable, deeply stirs a righteous, 
generous lord, who pictures for us the heart of God 
our Father. 


The unforgiving debtor is delivered to the tor- 
mentors, then this solemn warning in which Christ 
is speaking: ‘So likewise shall My heavenly Father 
do also unto you, if ye from your hearts forgive not 
every one his brother their trespasses.” 


Luke also underscores this deep cutting teaching. 
(11:4). It is also in Luke 17:3 that we find the 
clearing up of the point that sometimes blocks for- 
giveness. He seems to be saying that as forgiven 
Christians we must always be ready to forgive. He 
adds the illuminating condition; “if he repent.” 


Two hearts and minds are necessary for complet- 
ing the transaction of forgiveness. We, as Christians, 
must always be ready on our part to forgive, when- 
ever those sinning against us make it possible by 
repentance. If our offenders see and know this at- 
titude in our hearts it will encourage them to re- 
pentance. 


Like a cool wind from the mountains blowing 
across the sultry, blistering plains, relieving and 
reviving the withering vine or plant; so does for- 
giveness cleanse and renew one’s soul. Unforgiveness 
is like a devastating fire burning within. It inflames 
our hatred and warps, in its heat, all our judgments 
and purposes. But when we forgive, we not only 
lose our bitterness towards our fellowman, weak 
and erring as are we; but we find the channel to 
God’s heart and His peace wide again. 


—S.McPh.G. 





How Christian Do You 
Want Your Children To Be? 


Do you want your children vaccinated with a 
polite and trite form of Christianity so that they 


will be inoculated against the real thing? 


Do you want your children to be vital Chris- 
tians’ There is a vast difference between a super- 
ficial type of Christianity and a vital Christian ex- 
perience which means a changed life. 

The responsibility which rests on the shoulders 
of parents is one which they can never carry alone 
if they are to lead their children to Christ. You 
cannot lead a compromised Christian life and expect 
your children to do otherwise. 


You cannot engage in questionable business prac- 
tices and expect your son to be upright and honest 
in all his dealings. 


6 


You cannot desecrate the Lord’s Day and expect 
your children to keep it. 

You cannot indulge in personal habits which 
leave their imprint on your life and testimony and 
expect something better from your children. 


You have no right to expect indefinite sobriety 
in your sons and daughters if they smell the aroma 
(or stench) of the cocktail or other social drink on 
your breath. 


You cannot neglect prayer and Bible study and 
expect your children to attach much importance to 
either. 


If you desire your children to be real Christians 
you cannot escape these and other relevant ques- 
tions. When your children really see that you de- 
sire them to be Christians more than anything else 
in this world, then, and only then, can you expect 


results. —L.N.B. 


THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 











tor 
tly 
one 


Was 
US, 
rod 


ing 
nd 
or- 
ess 
nes 
nts 
ily 


‘ak 


ect 


ich 
nd 


ty 
na 
on 


nd 


ins 
es- 
le- 
lse 
ct 









Visser ’t Hooft Versus Peale 


From the October Christian Herald 
By Dr. Daniel A. Poling 


The hard driving and very able General Secre- 
tary of the World Council of Churches is Dr. 
W. A. Visser ’t Hooft. In his comprehensive re- 
port on the work of the Council brought to the 
ninety-member Central Committee in Toronto, 
Canada, July 8-15, Dr. Visser ’t Hooft warned that 
Christians in Communist countries are in danger of 
being forgotten “precisely at the moment when they 
are in the midst of their great spiritual battles.” In 
this connection he said it is a “downright lie” that 
there are Communists on the Central Committee. 
He then called on the churches to correct “false 
impressions’ that the Council is either ‘“funda- 
mentalist” or “‘modernist,” “communist” or “‘cap- 
italist.”” 


If the World Council of Churches is neither 
communistic or capitalist, then in time and space, 
theology and doctrine, polity and ecumenicity aside, 
what is it? To be sure, “freedom,” “democracy,” 
“free initiative,” and “the American way of life,” 
are terms and titles more popular among us and less 
controversial but all of these spell out “capitalism.” 
In America and the free West, the worker as well 
as the employer is a capitalist, the preacher too. 
Every particular freedom that we cherish inheres 
in a capitalistic society which, while far from being 
perfect, still holds wide the door to “liberty and 
justice for all.” As between atheistic Communism 
and capitalism, if the World Council of Churches 
has no choice then I believe the overwhelming ma- 
jority of Protestant Christians in the world will 
reject the Council. 


But Dr. Visser ’t Hooft is mistaken. At this par- 
ticular point his words are the words of a confused 
mind and he is too intelligent to be confused and 
this matter is too vital to allow confusion in his 
high place. In the November issue of CHRISTIAN 
HERALD, 1948, I wrote about the glory and won- 
der of Amsterdam and told the story of the First 
Assembly of the World Council of Churches which 
was held in August of that year. Also editorially | 
dissented vigorously from the direct implications of 
the report of the Council section on “The Church 
and the Disorder of Society,” and I said that how- 
ever that complete report was interpreted, the 
charge that it condemned equally Communism and 
Capitalism would be generally supported. That 
charge was generally supported, particularly by 
Protestant laymen. “Equal condemnation” in that 
report was further emphasized by the refusal of the 
section to accept the full amendment proposed by 
Charles P. Taft, of Cincinnati, who was then 
President of the Federal Council of Churches in 
America. 
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Now comes this most confused and _ill-timed 
statement of the Council’s General Secretary. It 
will be well for the Council to issue a “correction” 
or an explanation! Otherwise the soliciting of funds 
from the Protestant ‘Capitalists’ of America for 
the imperative program of this great ecumenical 
agency is little short of clear-cut hypocrisy. 


Dr. Visser ’t Hooft’s confusion is further empha- 
sized by his statement that the Council is nejther 
“fundamentalist” nor “modernist.” Definitely the 
Council is both, for the Council represents officially 
Protestant churches with millions of members and 
thousands of preachers and among these are all the 
extremes of fundamentalism and liberalism with 
everything between. Oversimplification can be a 
snare and a delusion. Let the Council be the 
Council and representative of all! Indeed, not to be 
just this will presently become a preview of division 
and a promise of disaster to the most prophetic 
movement in the broad field of our Protestant 
unity. 


Gratefully I turn from Toronto to New York 
and from Dr. Visser ’t Hooft to Dr. Norman Vin- 
cent Peale. 


The September issue of Reader's Digest has an 
article from the pen of Dr. Peale, pastor of New 
York’s Marble Collegiate Reformed (Dutch) 
Church, “Let The Church Speak Up For Cap- 
italism,” which is the finest statement that I have 
read in recent years on “capitalism” as the Amer- 
ican way of life. It is forthright and fair, factual 
and convincing. It should be read by every preacher, 
every Christian businessman and indeed by every 
loyal American. It goes to the grass-roots of the 
basic principles this editorial supports. It points the 
way to that unity, to that understanding, co- 
operation and good-will without which America and 
the World Council of Churches cannot meet suc- 
cessfully the present crisis, but with which “this 
nation under God” and also the Council of Churches 
cannot fail. 





Always The Same 


We have before us letters, and other sources of 
authentic information, which tell of an upsurge of 
persecution of Protestants and Protestant missions 
in Columbia and in Mexico. 


All of these letters are marked, “Not for pub- 
lication,” and, for the protection of the writers, 
their wishes must be honored. But, the facts are 
there and they are a disgrace to the Catholic 


Church. 


Here in America we take religious liberty for 
granted. We only too often forget that such liberty 
is a Protestant heritage, a blessing enjoyed by Pro- 


testant and Catholic alike, but originating with 
Protestantism. 





But, where the Catholic Church is in power it is 
a different story. ‘““Rome never changes,” is true 
today as always. She may adapt and adjust herself 
to circumstances but where she has the power to do 
so, one still finds intolerance and persecution of 
Protestants. 










That which is true in Mexico and Columbia is 
true in other Catholic countries. The pitiful plight 
of Protestants in Spain is open for all who will 
read to know. Persecution is not a matter of minor 
discrimination; it is a matter of personal violence, 
of destruction of Protestant property and of denial 
of those ordinary freedoms which are supposed to 
exist in civilized, or semi-civilized countries. 
























We do not believe the answer lies in ecclesiastical 
pressure from Protestant groups, although such may 
have its place. We believe that it is the duty of 
Christian citizens to make these conditions known 
to those who represent them in Washington and to 


insist that our own government take the stand 
which it should. 






One of the gravest difficulties has been in some 
of the diplomatic appointments our government 
made to Latin American and other Catholic coun- 
tries. Ours is predominately a Protestant land. 
But, it has almost become a policy to select Cath- 
olics to represent us in the diplomatic field in 
Latin America, for instance. We have it on good 
authority that such appointments are hard to under- 
stand on the part of Protestant citizens in those 
lands. Why should America, a Protestant land, 
send Catholic diplomatic representatives to repre- 
sent her abroad? They do not understand it. We 
are not arguing for one minute that Catholics 
should be barred from our government. But, their 
appointment to Catholic countries can bring con- 
fusion and even compound the very problem about 
which we are speaking. 


The best way to stop Catholic persecutions in 
countries where they are in great power is to air 
the facts. The pitiless light of publicity will do 
much to bring about reforms which otherwise wil! 
never come. —L.N.B. 
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Sabbath School Lessons 


LESSON FOR OCTOBER 22: 


By Rev. J. Kenton Parker 


Growing Through Prayer 


Scripture: Matthew 6:5-15; Luke 11:1-13; Philip- 
pians 1:3-11; Colossians 4:2-4. Devotional Reading: 
Matthew 7:5-15. 


The Bible furnishes the heavenly food by which we grow; milk, finest of wheat, strong meat, honey out 
of the rock: prayer is the heavenly atmosphere which we must breathe if we are to be healthy. Man can- 
not live upon bread alone—earthly bread—but by every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of God; 
man cannot live spiritually by breathing the contaminated air of this world, filled with the germs of sin; he 
must fill his soul with the pure air from heaven. Jesus would go out on the mountain where He could spend 
whole nights in communion with His Heavenly Father. If He needed to pray, how much more do we need 


to pray! 


Prayer is communion with God. It may de- 
generate into mere form and thus become a mockery, 
a valueless and meaningless repetition of certain 
words and phrases. It may become as worthless as 
counting beads or turning a prayer wheel. The se- 
lections for our study today bring out some valuable 
lessons about prayer. 


I. Prayer Must Be Secret, Simple, 
Sincere, And God-Centered: Matt. 6:5-15. 


Hypocrites like to “put on a show,” wear a mask, 
and pretend to be other than they are. They are 
“play-actors.”” The Pharisees and religious leaders 
of Jesus’ day made a show of prayer, standing on 
the street corners, in order that they might be seen 
of men. They were seen of men and had their re- 


ward, but their prayers meant nothing in the sight 
of God. 


Secret praying is more important than public 
praying. This does not mean, of course, that we 
must never pray in public, for we are plainly taught 
to pray at public gatherings. Jesus prayed in public, 
and the Bible has many such prayers. Jesus, how- 
ever, spent much more time praying alone than He 
did where He could be seen and heard. Dr. Alex- 
ander Whyte, in his book, “Lord, Teach Us To 
Pray,” has a chapter on “The Secret Burden.” Let 
me quote just a bit: 


“Down to Gehenna, and up to the throne, 
He travels the fastest, who travels alone.” 


“That is to say, secret sin, and secret prayer, have 
this in common, that they both make a man travel 
his fastest. Secret sin makes him who commits it 
travel his fastest down to Gehenna, that is to say, 
down into ‘the fire that is not quenched.’ Whereas 
secret prayer makes him who so prays travel his 
fastest up to the throne of God, and up to his own 
throne in heaven. Apart! Apart! Apart! proclaims 
this prophet, ten times in the text. (Zech. 12:12). 
If he could only get ‘the house of David, and the 
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inhabitants of Jerusalem’ to pray, and to pray apart 
—the fountain for sin and for uncleanness would 
soon be opened; and the Kingdom of God would 
soon come. ‘Apart! Apart! Apart!’ he cries. ‘Every 
family apart, and their wives apart!’ 


“Intercessory prayer, in the pulpit, usually be- 
gins with the Sovereign, and the Royal Family, and 
the Prime Minister, and the Parliament, and so on. 
You all know the monotonous and meaningless ru- 
bric. But nobody is any better, Sovereign nor Par- 
liament, because nobody is in earnest. We pray for 
the Sovereign, in order to be seen and heard and 
approved of men. But in secret—it is another mat- 
ter.” 


Our praying should be simple and sincere, not 
vain repetitions. | have heard praying in our time 
which consists of certain words and phrases which 
were repeated over and over again. Then, at the 
other extreme, is the temptation to make praying an 
exhibition of our “flow of language.” I have heard 
prayers which were so “flowery” that men called 
them “beautiful prayers,’ but they seemed to lack 
simplicity and sincerity. One of the shortest, 
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simplest, and most sincere prayers in the Bible 
that of the publican: “God be merciful to me a 
sinner.” This prayer was heard while the prayer of 
the Pharisee was worthless, and brought no answer. 


Prayer should be centered in the will of God. 
The Lord’s Prayer—which was really the Disciples’ 
Prayer—begins with petitions concerning God— 
His name hallowed—His Kingdom come—His Will 
be done, Then there follow some simple petitions 
concerning ourselves: God must be first. 


II. Prayer Should Be Importunate: 
Luke 11:1-13. 


After giving a slightly different form of the 
Lord’s Prayer, following the request of the dis- 


ciples, “teach us to pray as John taught his dis- 
ciples,’ Luke relates the story of the man who went 


to his friend at midnight and got his three loaves of 
bread, because of his importunity. The special ap- 
plication is in regard to the Holy Spirit: “How 
much more shall your heavenly Father give the 
Holy Spirit to them that ask Him.” We should 
keep on praying, not because God is unwilling to 
grant our requests, but sometimes He wishes to 
test us and see whether we are in earnest. (See also 
the parable of the widow and the unjust judge, 


Luke 18:1-8). 


III. Prayer Should Be For Spiritual 
Blessings: Philippians 1:3-11. 


This is a sample of one of Paul’s prayers. 


Paul was a great “pray-er.” Ananias found him 
praying when he came to see him after his experi- 
ence on the road to Damascus. I suppose that most 
of his time in Arabia was spent in prayer, study, 
and meditation. 

Paul was especially fond of the church at 
Philippi. The people there were constantly in his 
heart and remembered by him in prayer. They were 
a source of thanksgiving and joy. In this prayer for 
them, beginning at Verse 9 we have several bless- 
ings that he is asking God to bestow upon them. 


“That your love may abound more and more.” 
An abounding love is well worth praying for. In our 
public prayers do we stress this thought? Is not this 
the union which makes the Church one? All the 
outward “organic” union in the world cannot make 
the church one. Even in denominations there exists 
often a spirit of disunity caused by self-seeking and 
political “wire-pulling.” If there is abounding love 
there is real unity, even though we call ourselves by 
different names and have various forms of church 
government, and fail to agree on some minor 
doctrines. 


This love needs direction and saneness: in know- 
ledge and discernment. We must be discriminating 
in our love. We are to love all men, and all our 
Christian brethren in particular, but we cannot, 
always love with the love of approval. As in the 
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case of the unsaved, the godless and the wicked, we 
love some men with the love of compassion, and a 
sincere desire to help. We cannot approve the un- 
belief, apostasy, worldiness, and pride which we see 


in some of the churches, but we can love these 
“brethren” with pity and compassion. 


‘That ye may approve the things that are excell- 
ent.” Sincere love for Christ and for Christians 
makes us sometimes approve and sometimes disap- 
prove. I cannot enter into loving fellowship, for 
instance, with Unitarians who deny our Lord. That 
would make me a traitor to Him, but I can love 
them with a sincere desire to see them be converted 
and become real Christians. Love needs backbone, 
else it will degenerate into a soft sentimentality. 


Love must be “sincere and without offense.” If 
we sincerely love our brethren, we will do nothing 
to cause a weaker brother to be “offended,” or to 
stumble, Paul elaborates this in the matter of eating 
meats offered to idols. Love is fruitful: it shows 
itself in fruits of righteousness. The fruit of the 
Spirit is love and joy. Such a love is to the glory 
and praise of God. It cures all false pride and envy. 
Paul loved to pray for “big blessings” —do we? 


LV. An Exhortation to Pray: 
Colossians 4 :2-4 


a. “Continue in praying.” Nothing can make the 
Christian grow faster, or ello him more useful in 
the Kingdom of God. In another place he puts it 
this way: “pray without ceasing.” “And watch.” 
How similar to Jesus’ words, ‘watch and pray.” 
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Pray as if all depended upon God, and watch as if 
all depended upon us. 


b. “Thanksgiving”: in everything give thanks. 
At least one-third of our praying ought to be praise 
and thanksgiving. Listening to His voice ought to 
be another third, and asking Him for things agree- 
able to His will, another, 


c. “Praying for us.” Intercessory prayer is one of 


the most glorious privileges of the Christian. God 
wondered that there was no intercessor. Moses pray- 


ing for Israel; and Daniel and Ezra, are at theit 
best. Our Lord’s great intercessory prayer in 
chapter 17 of John, His high priestly prayer, is the 
supreme example of such praying. Is there not a 
terrible need for such praying today? 


The Church, the world, our nation, all are 
“standing in the need” of such prayer. If Paul 
needed the prayers of his fellow Christians, how 
much greater is our need! Even “shut-ins” can be 
great intercessors. Are we using this privilege? 





Young People’s Department 


Vesper Topics For October 22: 


Introduction 


By Rev. W. G. Foster, D.D. 


Sects In Our Section 


Each time the figures of a religious census of America are published, we find that there are groups of 
small religious bodies in our midst that are growing at a far faster rate than our own old denominations. 
Often on the street we see two young men passing by, with two books under their arms, and we know that 
they are Mormon missionaries. Or we see representatives of the Watch Tower Bible Society selling peri- 


odicals on the main street of our town, and we know they are Jehovah’s Witnesses. 
comes to our door to sell us a magazine, and we know they are Seventh-Day Adventists. 


And again somebody 
And every time 


somebody gets sick, our friends jokingly say that we should call in a Christian Scientist reader, We are 
conscious of these sects in our midst, but their amazing growth startles and surprises us. 


We ought to study very carefully the sects in our 
section because they are a challenge to us. On the 
one hand they are made up of people who have been 
in our churches; therefore, we have failed in reach- 
ing them; and they are reaching, evangelistically, 
the masses and we are not. 


Let us include in our program a Bible answer to 
two main questions. How can we identify a sect and 
what should we do about the sects. 


Our Approach 
I. How Can We Identify a Sect? 


The dictionary tells us that a sect is “a party dis- 
senting from a parent church.” For instance, we 
read early in the life of the church at Corinth that 
certain groups had broken away and Paul called 
these groups sects. (I Cor. 11:19) When the Protes- 
tant churches broke away from the Roman Catholic 
church in the reformation period, the Roman church 
labeled the Protestant groups as sects, and we are 
known by that name today. 


And now we in turn label these groups that had 
broken away from parent Protestant churches or 
have grown up in the midst of Protestant churches 
without having fellowship with them, as sects. 


Too, there is great controversy in the Protestant 
churches today over the whole matter of a true 
approach to religion and in the northern part of 
our country many churches have broken away from 
parent churches, and even though they still call 
themselves Protestant churches they are classified by 
the larger parent bodies as sects. 
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With this wide use of the word in the backs of 
our minds we naturally ask ourselves how can we 
identify the sects. To study the sects that are out- 
side the main stream of Protestant Christianity, I 
believe, we have to go farther than the dictionary 
definition and think of something more than a mere 
break from a parent body. 


I believe that we must think of a sect as a body 
that has broken away from the authority of belief 
that has come to us from the parent of all beliefs— 
the Holy Bible, as the Word of the Living God. 
If we take the Bible as the parent authority, we 
can ask about three questions concerning the beliefs 
and practices of any group and soon sense whether 
it is a sect outside the stream, or merely another 
group within the main stream, yet with variations 
from the beliefs of the main stream. 


1. What is its belief about God? 
Genesis 1:1; 1 Timothy 2:5 


The Bible is very positive in stating that the 
Eternal God is a Person, a Spiritual Person who 
created the world and that there is only one mediator 
between personal God and personal man, and that 
is the man Christ Jesus. As soon as a group becomes 
vague and indefinite on the personality of God, you 
can begin to suspicion their truthfulness. 


For instance, when you hear Mrs. Eddy saying, 
“God is an impersonal being,” and “God is divine 
principle’; or when you hear Jehovah’s Witnesses 
saying, “God is a solitary being from eternity, un- 
revealed and unknown”; or when you hear the 





Mormons saying, “Adam is our father and our God 
and the only God with whom we have to do”; then 
you can know that such a group has left the parent 
authority in the Bible. 


2. What is its belief about Jesus 
Christ? 1 John 4:3; 2 Peter 2:1 


Christianity believes that Jesus Christ is God 
made flesh, dwelling among us to reveal the person 
of God, dying on a cross to save us from sin, rising 
from the dead to be our Savior and intercessor and 
coming again as King of Kings and Lord of Lords. 


When we hear Mrs. Eddy, of Christian Science, 
saying, “Christ is the impersonal savior,” “the 
Virgin Mother conceived this idea of God and gave 
to her ideal the name Jesus’; or when we hear 
Jehovah’s Witnesses saying, “Jesus Christ was a 
man—neither more nor less, His human existence 
ended on the cross, it is necessary not only that the 
man Jesus should die, but just as necessary that He 
should never live again, should remain dead through 
all eternity,” or when we hear the Mormons saying, 
“Jesus, the Son of Adam—God and Mary, Christ 
was a descendant of David by plural wife Bath- 
sheba, and if David had not been a polygamist 
there would not have been a Redeemer,” then we 
know we are off the beaten track. 


3. How does it handle the Bible? 


(a) Substitute man’s opinion— 


-2 Timothy 4:3-4 
Revelation 22:18-19 


The Bible is the only infallible rule for faith and 
practice. It is sufficient for doctrine and presents 
the principles upon which all that is in the church 
today must rest. When we listen to the sects, some 
of them ignore the Bible altogether, some substitute 
man’s opinion for the Bible as the Book of Mormon 
does, and others seek to give an entirely new insight 
into the meaning, as Mary Baker Eddy does. But 
when anyone seeks to add to the Bible or take from 
the Bible, or give a completely new system of doc- 
trine to the Bible, they have left the parent author- 
ity. 





(b) Present new meaning 


As we seek this question, we might remember that 
some of the established denominations today might 
slip in their beliefs about the personality of God; 
might deny the virgin birth, vicarious atonement 
and bodily resurrection of Jesus Christ; and might 
come to the Bible with a view of its origin and 
growth that substitutes man’s opinion for the truth 
of God. If a group broke off from such a large body 
in the interest of purity of historic faith, it would be 
a sect, but it might be in the stream of historic 
Protestantism, whereas the parent body might have 
forfeited its heritage. 


Il. What Should We Do 
About The Sects? 


(1) Their presence is to be expected—I Timothy 
4:1-2 we must recognize the fact that there have 





always been divisions and sects in the church and 
there always will be. In the Middle Ages the 
Catholic church simply did not recognize them and 
did not have much to say about them if it could 
help it; therefore, many of us forget that there 
were such small groups throughout the Middle Ages. 


When the reformation came, the beliefs of many 
of the reformation churches were greatly influenced 
and molded from the points of view of the small 
minority sects that had been ignored during the 
Middle Ages. So we must expect the presence of 
dissenting groups, and we must take them seriously 
enough to examine their claims and understand why 
they act as they do. 


(2) We are responsible to reach them: Jude 17- 
23. You and I have been called to go into all the 
world and preach the gospel to every creature. This 
means not only to the unsaved on the foreign mis- 
sion field, but it means to the unsaved at home. It 
means not only to the people of a pagan religion on 
the foreign field, but it means to the people who 
follow a false religion at home. We must under- 
stand why some have been deceived and reach them. 
We must openly declare the error of others. 


(3) We must examine ourselves—II Corinthians 
13:5. Most of these people, who so zealously follow 
one of the cults, have come from families that were 
a part of some of the old line denominations. The 
established church has failed to reach and hold 
them. In view of that fact, each of us should care- 
fully examine ourselves to see if we are true and 
genuine, twice born Christians, and we should ex- 
amine the program of our church to see if we are 
failing to meet the needs of people, Most every sect 
has for its keynote some bit of truth or point of 
view that has had its place in the framework of the 
historical church’s message, but has been neglected 
by the church through the years. 


(4) We must test the beliefs—1 John 4:1. We 
do not accept anything because mother said so, or 
because the church said so. In the church and in 
the sects we must test the beliefs and faith to see that 
which is true to our parent authority, the Bible, 


which is the Word of God. 


(5) We must match their zeal. 1 Corinthians 
11:19. All of us admire the zeal of members of these 
sects. We admire the courage of a Jehovah’s Wit- 
ness, who faces a court and goes to prison rather 
compromise his conviction. We admire the Christian 
Scientist, who goes to all friends and neighbors to 
give the message of science. We admire the far- 
flung missionary enterprises of the Adventist church. 
Why is it that we have so little zeal for our Chris- 
tian faith and testimony? Paul in the beginning said, 
“There must be also sects among you, that they 
which are genuine may be made known among you.’ 
The only reason that we have a right to exist as a 
Presbyterian church is that we may produce the kind 
of testimony and life that will prove that we are 
truly and genuinely a channel through which the 
life of God is flowing to the world. Until our zeal 
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is so genuine and effective that we produce this kind 
of faith and life, we have no right to simply sit 
hack and criticize the sects. 


SUGGESTIONS 


Presbyterian Youth will present some of the 


characteristics of the different sects among us which 
will be interesting to your group. But be sure to fix 
firmly in mind at the heart of your program the 
Bible answers to the two questions about identify- 
ing sects and about what to do about the sects. 











General Evangelism Period To 
Be Held March 12 - April I 


Our General Assembly is summoning every 
-hurch of the denomination to gird itself for a great 
program of Evangelism. The call does not need the 
buttressing of reasons and appeals. The nature and 
conduct of man, the mission of the Church and the 
joy of our Christian salvation impel us to the most 
earnest endeavor in behalf of the unreached. If our 
Christian experience is meaningful, if we possess 
something that is worthy of propagation, this is the 
time to propagate it. 


Get the matter upon your heart. We engage in 
that which interests us. We go where we wish to 
go: we do what we wish to do. Attitude is as 
essential as ability in the performance of significant 
tasks. Stop! Look! Listen! as the sinning, sorrow- 
ing, speeding world breaks in upon us. If we can 
be happy without giving mankind a Savior from sin 
and death, we shall not be sharing Him. Ask God 
by His Holy Spirit to lay upon our very souls the 
burden of the lost. 


Make adequate plans for this God-assigned re- 
Few individuals, few churches under- 
take or accomplish much unless the effort is within 
the framework of a plan or program. Our church 
has a program for evangelizing. Get acquainted with 
it—Preaching Evangelism, Visitation Evangelism, 
Personal Evangelism, Adult Evangelism, Youth 
Evangelism. Literature with vital messages, ma- 
terials with clear instruction on procedure are now 
available. 


sponsibility. 


March 12 - April 1 is the specially designated 
period for this simultaneous, co-operative, all-out 
endeavor. There is sufficient time to make this our 
Church’s greatest and most fruitful period in win 
ning people to the Lord, that is if we begin NOW 
to pray and prepare. Two particular emphases are 
to be given during this period—Special Evangelistic 
Preaching and Visitation Evangelisim by our lay 
people, pastor-led. 

Make plans for your church to fully participate in 
them with thoughtfulness, 
great expectancy; make 


this program; make 
prayerfulness and 


thm NOW! 
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EUB Group Begins 

New Publication 
The Rev. C. Harold Banks Sr., has announced 

that he will issue a church paper under the title of 


OCTOBER 4, 1950 


Chureh News 
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The Evangelical Challenge to be published monthly. 
The paper will be issued to circulate in the Evan- 
gelical United Brethern Church. 





Florida Presbytery 


The Presbytery of Florida will hold its regular 
fall meeting at St. Andrew Presbyterian Church, 
Oct. 31 convening at 3 p.m. Ministers and elders 
representing churches of the presbytery will please 
notify the Rev. R. D. Daffin, D. D., pastor of the 
St. Andrew church. 





Enoree Presbytery 


Enoree Presbytery will meet for its regular fall 
session October 10 at 10 a.m. in the Routh Me- 
morial Presbyterian Church in Spartanburg, S. C. 





Testaments For Armed Forces 


One half million service Testaments are being 
prepared by the American Bible Society in anticipa- 
tion of calls from chaplains for distribution to the 
Armed Forces. The books are streamlined to fit 
comfortably in the pocket of a blouse or jacket. 
They will be available in two colors, brown and 
blue, for the various branches of the service, 


























Fully accredited four-year college 
ences, business, education. 


ANNOUNCING COMPETITIVE SCHOLARSHIP CONTEST 
Four 4-year scholarships available to high school seniors. $1,000 to $1,500. Awards 
based on scholastic ability, character. Write for application form, which must be re- 
turned not later than February 1. Examination February 18. 


Catalog: R. T. L. Liston, President — Box “J,” Bristol, Tenn. 


KING COLLEGE 


Co-educational. Presbyterian. 


Liberal arts, sci- 











Christian Home Movement 


The Christian Home was the subject of the Sep- 
tember study season in our Church. The book is 
‘Beside the Hearthstone” written by Dr. Robert A. 
Lapsley, Jr., who knows what a Christian Home is, 
what it takes to make one, what it costs to maintain 
one. In talking to an ordinary housewife about the 
book she said “That man has given us a down-to- 
the-earth book of a Christian Home. He knows what 
he is talking about. That book will help anybody.” 
Have you read it? If not, you have missed some- 
thing that will bless the life of your home. 


There is a warm response among Americans to 
that which touches the home. One says if you ever 
want to drive home a point with an adult group 
just use an illustration of children or one out of the 
home or one that touches in the home. It is to be 
hoped that the September study of that really fine 
book “Beside the Hearthstone” will be permitted to 
touch the homes of every Presbyterian family and 
strengthen the lives in those homes and the outreach 
of those homes unto the spiritual needs of the com- 
munity and of our world. 


“Teach Me The Simple Book ... 


“Teach me the simple book about the faith,” is 
the cry of a new Japanese “babe in Christ,” writing 
to the Japanese headquarters of the Pocket Testa- 
ment League. His letter, quoted below, is typical 


of hundreds of letters that pour in weekly. 


“Thank you for the Gospel. The end of March, I 
went to church with my friend; since then I have 
been there ten times and I am afraid of my sinful 
life, past and present. I wish I could be saved from 
this trouble and be a Christian as fast as I can, but 
I am so sorry that every day is a sinful day although 
I repent. I say the truth, I do not know how to pray 
and sing hymns. I determine to pray day and night 
to beg God to pardon my sin. If you allow me to 
be one of your members, I will be so glad. 1 am a 
pitiful man who does not know any thing: but if you 
will allow me to be a member of your League, I 
promise you that I shall carry out the promise and 
I will try to be a good Christian as soon as possible. 
Please lead such a sinful and weak person. I am 
sorry to trouble your precious time. If you can teach 
me the simple book about the faith, I should be very 
much obliged.’ 
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Protestant Radio Center 
At Agnes Scott 


One of the most interesting developments in the 
realm of co-operation between educational institu- 
tions and denominations is the organization of the 
Protestant radio center. It was e:tablished through 
the co-operation of Agnes Scott College, Emory 
University, 
Presbyterian Church in the United States, the 
Presbyterian Church, U.S.A., the Episcopal Church, 
the Methodist Church, and the Lutheran Church. 


During the summer it produced the religious 
radio programs for NBC. The center is under the 
general direction of Dr. John M. Alexander and 
Mr. Ward Adams. With a grant from a local 
foundation it has been able to purchase some of the 
most modern and most efficient broadcasting equip- 
ment. 


From the beginning Agnes Scott College has 
housed the radio center on a complimentary basis. 
The broadcasts originate in Gaines Chapel of 
Presser Hall on the campus. 





Columbia Theological Seminary, the 
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MY LIFE IN 
THE CONVENT 


A detailed description of black nunnery in Bristol. 
Twenty-four great chapters. Margaret Shepherd, escaped 
nun, describes in detail the terrible experiences of help- 
less and defenseless girls within the high stone walls of 
Bristol Convent. The most terrible revelation ever re 
corded. 


OVER 6,000,000 COPIES PRINTED 


The most extensively read book on the papal curse. No 
en like this in print! Read this frightful, heart- 


reaking story and learn the truth concerning convent 
life. 258 burning pages. Postpaid only $1.50. The edition 
is limit ed ... so order at once. 


Gospel Art Shoppe, Dept. SP-9, Rowan, lowa. 














THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 








Women’s Work 


October: Home Mission And 
Bible Mastery Month 


There is a happy combination in the emphases of 
this month for October is the Home Missions month 
in our Church and Bible Mastery month for 
Christians of many denominations and countries who 
unite in a special reading plan. The Bible Mastery 
idea is the repeated reading of a book of the Bible 
during the month. Hebrews is the book chosen for 
this year. 


The reading of Hebrews with its emphasis upon 
prayer in such passages as: “Faith is the substance 
of things hoped for, the evidence of things not 
seen . . . Let us come boldly before the throne of 
grace that we may obtain mercy and find grace to 
help in time of need, . Let us draw near with a 
true heart in full assurance of faith” should prepare 
us to make a stronger contribution to the Home 
Mission season and especially prepare us to share 
effectively and wholeheartedly in the Week of 
Prayer and Self-Denial for Home Missions—Oct. 
29 through Nov. 5. 

An excellent guide for the Week of Prayer for 
Home Missions is being sent by the Board of 
Church Extension to every local pastor, president 
and chairman of Church Extension and by the 
Board of Women’s Work with the November issue 
of Presbyterian Women (which goes to presidents 
of Women of the Church) for the Chairman of 
Spiritual Growth who shares a major responsibility 
for planning the Week of Prayer. 

The week of October 29 through November 5 
should be made a great spiritual culmination to the 
entire Home Mission season—a time when the whole 
Church is challenged to fresh consecration and the 
bringing of gifts to express their devotion and 
praise to God for His goodness to us of America. 
Plans should be made to enlist men, women and 
young people in this experience of prayer that will 
lead to true self-denial and an enlarged and con- 
tinuing program to help win our Southland to 
Christ and make America Christian. 
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AGNES SCOTT 
COLLEGE 


The College is now accepting applica- 
tions for September, 1951. We advise that 
these be filed before January Ist. Com- 
petitive and other scholarships are avail- 


able 
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For literature or other infor- 
mation, address: 


PRESIDENT J. R. McCAIN 


DECATUR 
GEORGIA 


CRADLE ROLL COURSE 


TIES THE HOME TO THE. CHURCH 
Here is a Christ-honoring program 
designed to reach info the homes of 
your community and help you claim the 
lives of newborn infants for Christ. 


GET THIS VITAL FREE f 
BOOKLET . 
Pan eD GS GS as as ea eae SaaS 

Please send FREE booklet 

Bring the Sunday School to 

the Home" for additional 
information on your new 

i All-Bible Cradle Roll Course. 
Dept. SPL-90 


Cc). $. S$. Supt. (J, Die. Che. Ed. 2, 


Sec. (), other 


Order from your favorite dealer or 


A Non-profit Foundotien ) 
criptiu re K ress 


434 SOUTH WABASH, CHICAGO 5, ILL 

























“And every one that heareth these sayings of mine, and doeth them not, shall 
be likened unto a foolish man, which built his house upon the sand: and the 
rain descended, and the floods came, and the winds blew, and beat upon that 


house; and it fell: and great was the fall of it.” 


—Matthew 7:26-27. 


CHRISTIAN EDUCATION! 


@ WE HEAR EMPIRES CRASH. 
@ WE SEE CIVILIZATIONS DISINTEGRATE. 
@ WE WITNESS IN OUR DAY CHRIST’S WORDS FULFILLED. 


@ WE NEED FOUNDATIONS BENEATH AMERICA’S FUTURE. 





Your Christian Colleges Are Committed 
to Building Firm Foundations 


They are a good place for your boys and girls. 


They are a good investment for your wealth. 





























Seminaries Junior Colleges Colleges 
Lees-McRae Agnes Scott Hampden-Sydney 
Austin Mitchell Arkansas King 
Columbia Peace Austin Mary Baldwin 
Louisville Presbyterian Junior Belhaven Montreat 
Union Schreiner Institute Centre Presbyterian | 
Scott-Lees Davidson Queens 
Stillman Davis and Elkins Southwestern | 
General Assembly’s Training School Flora Macdonald Westminster 
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Hunter B. Blakely, Secretary 
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